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Haldane.
(...But I was persuaded that there was nothing in all the world, that there was no heaven, no earth,
that there were no minds, nor any bodies: was | not then likewise persuaded that | did not exist?
Not at all; of a surety | myself did exist since | persuaded myself of something [or merely because
| thought of somethingi. But there is some deceiver or other, very powerful and very cunning, who
ever employs his ingenuity in deceiving me. Then without doubt | exist also if he deceives me,
and let him deceive me as much as he will, he can never cause me to be noth- ing so long as |
think that | am something. So that after having reflected well and carefully ex- amined all things,
we must come to the definite conclusion that this proposition: | am, | exist, is necessarily true each
time that | pronounce it, or that | mentally conceive it).
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